THE    ISLAND    WORLD
is the radiant glory of the Creator, always visible,
yet never fully revealed. . . .
The island-world of the Pacific is presented to our
contemplated in a great variety of interesting aspects
and relations. The vast ocean in which it is em-
bosomed, sweeping in latitude from pole to pole, and
rolling in longitude over a whole hemisphere, ex-
ceeds the area of all the continents and islands of
the globe, by ten millions of miles. Dotting it here
and there, like stars in the air-ocean above, there are
about six hundred and eighty islands of Oceania,
exclusive of New Holland, New Zealand, New Cale-
donia, New Ireland and the Solomons. Yet such is
the relative disproportion to the continental world,
of these small islands of the deep, to which the
winged messengers of commerce and Christianity
are now eagerly flying on every breeze, that they
are estimated to contain but forty thousand square
miles, or less than the single State of New York; and
their population, by latest estimates, is but little over
five hundred thousand. Within ten millions of square
miles, the whole surface exposed above the water,
exclusive of New Zealand, does not exceed eighty
thousand square miles. . . ,
The entire area covered by the coral islands is
estimated at nineteen thousand square miles. Area
of the basaltic, sixteen thousand square miles. The
coral islands are in all stages of formation, from the
reef just breasting the breakers, and peering out of
the water, and the barren islet of coral sand and
sea birds, and springing palm-trees, to the verdant
oasis of a thousand years, beauteous with its gar-
land of bread-fruit, pandanus, and the all-answering
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